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VI. An Account of a Book, wiz.
Edmundi Dickenfoni M. D. Phyfica vetus & ve-

ra, frve, Traftatus de Naturali veritate hexame-
7i Mofaici.  Per quem Probatur in hiftoria Crea-
tionis cum generationis Univerfe methodunm atg;
modum, tum vere Philofophie principia, [lrictim
atq; Breviter tradi. Londini 1702. in 40.

Any perfons having cavill’d at the Mofaical Cofino-
peia, as unphilofophically written, this Learned
Author here takes upon him to thew, that Myfs, in his
Hiftory of the Crecation, has bricfly deliver’d both the
principles of truc Phxlofophy, and the mecthod and man-
ncr of all generation. Undumkmg to clucidatc the Mo-
Jaick Pbhilofophy, -and concciving it -cannot be better done,
than by the Corpufeularian, or Atomical Philofophy ( as
being moft fitted for cxphnmng and pmvmy the generati-
on of things) he hes thought it neceilary, in the firft P!.lu,, o
remove that great m'()udlu » which many learned men have
had againft this kindof Philol »ph/, and having intimate:d
1ty Annqn.tj, he fuys that all the ancient (:r:'c% Lozpuﬁu-
lartan Philol: )ph(.h hefore A'laxu,n.u(/rr, who was Difci-
ple and Succclior to f""m//'r, maintain’d a Deity ; which
he dcrwu., and inttiated many Athciflical Philofophers
among the Irmz(u, il Anaxegoras, that famous (m’pu(cu‘
larian, reftorced the Dolirine of Thales, and to the Parti
cles of Corpuleles Cas Thales had done before ) added a
mind, that is, God to work all things; and the Author
fays, afteeward all (excepting Epzeurus, and his followers)
granting thele Prinei pkx were fo fur from thinking the
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World could be made by chance, that they held an infinite
‘Wifdom, or mind direting all things, that is, a God wholly
neceflary for it, who from an inform and confus’d mat-
ter, made and cftablifht this wonderful order and crnament
we {ce.

Iic urges the excellency of the Mofaick Philsfopby from
1ts Anuqlut as having bcen dcuv d by a continued
Tradition ﬁom our firit l’ncnts. 'T'hat Noabh received it,
and his Sons, cfpecially Sem and Fapberh, it is not to be
doubted; who we may believe took care to convey it to
Pofterity, and tho mankind fell by degrees from Piety to
a Licentioufnefs in all Vice; fo that all, in a manner, neg-
leted, or wholly defpis’d their Creator, whereby their
minds were blinded, as to the notions they had imbib’d
concerning God and Naturc; fo that whatcver Dodirines
they fet up afterward concerning beginnings, were very
obfcure and imperfe&, or trivial and falfe : Yce in the IFa-
mily of //eber the true knowledge continued longer, who
deliver’d it to the Hebrews defcended from him. And he
thinks no principles of Philofophy may be found, which
more aptly agree both to Chemical and "Mechanical expe-
ricnce, or fo fitly quadrate to thofe things that now offer,
as thofe which may be form’d and drawn according to the
feat of the Mypfawck Wifdom, and then he lays down the
four following propofitions as a foundation to build his
DOLU ine upon.

That the wifdom of the Moyfaick Zofinology can {carce
be unduﬂood unlels we firft know thofe Principles of
Philofophy which M/E’J‘ had regard to, when he apply d
himfelf to write of the origin of all things.

2. Thole principles can nuthcr be difcerned by realon,
nor be well conjeur'd at, ualels we firft know what
pnnup]cs of Philofophy prevail’d in that Age.

3. ‘That the Philofophy of that Age was Corpufculary,
holding that whatfocver was contain d within the Heav’ns
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and Terraqueous Globe, was made of moft fubtle Parti-
cles.

4. That this way of Philofophizing did not only pre-
vail over one or two Provinces; but was diffus’d in a
manner thro all Nations, who apply’d themfelves to the
fpeculation of Nature, tho efpecially (as ’tis believed) thro
Phaniia, HKaoypt, Ldumea and Adrabia.

Upon a (ultqcnt enquiry after that knowledge of Na-
turc, in which the Sons of Noab formerly concurr’d, no
explication of Nature {ecms to him more favoured, nonc
morc true and ancient, than that which teaches that all
concretions made from the beginning, and all Generati-
ons afterwards, rife from Minute Corpufclm or Atoms.
Thefe, he fays, were thofe principles of Philofophizing,
which all natural Philofophers, Agyptians, Pbeanicians,
Arabians, IHebrews, Syrians, Indians, Brittains and Grecks,
embrac’d from all Ancient time, and which were us’d as
Keys for opening the fecrets of Nature, till about the year
of the World 3'()0.

Now, he fays, tho the moft Ancient Sages, both before
and after the I'lood, had the fame fentiments of the na-
ture of things, and laid down the famc I"oundation of
l’lnlo(ophh,nm; yet they gave not the fame names to
their Principles ; for fome ca]lcd the matter of all thlnm'
to be '*memt(d Waters, others cither Sand or Dufl, «
]’ar/zc/u, or Atoms, or Monads, as the Pythagoreans. 'L hc
Hebrew ‘Technical word which is given to the pnncqﬁ
of natural things is Chzuk, which hgmﬁu Sand, and the
Arabick word 1s [linle or Hin/, which fignifics the fir/t
maticr, and allo Szad from bala, which is to pour forth
Sand, whence halor is poured forth. Now from thefe
Hebrew wnd Arabick words the ZEgyptians, Syrians and
Greeks took thcir word byle, to denote the fame, and the
Phenicians, Ilus: hoth which words alfo at firft fignificd
mmute Particles fever’d like Sand.  Mpyfes firft call’d all
the Matter, of which the World was made, Heav’'n and
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Earth, then Earth alone, then, by reafon of the Profun-
dlty, the Abyfs, and then Waters, tho he fcarce thinks
this word was firft us'd by Mofes, to notify the Matter
of  the World; but looks upon it as inr ufe with Philofo-
pherb for fome Agcs before; and, perhaps before the
times of dz’rrabam, becaufe we read that' the Druides in
Europe, and the Brachuans in India always thought Water
to be the principle of things, and there ‘arc Learned
men that fay, the laiter were taught- their Philofophy by
Abrabam ; and Magaflbones in his India fays, that the fame
principles of I’hx]ofophy that flourifht in Greece, were An-
tiently ufed in India among the Brachmans; and, if we
believe Aventinus, in the t1me of Hermion; King of the
Germans, who Rcign’d ‘when Jfzac was not go. years of
Age, Colledges of the Druzdes were flourifhing.

Next, lmvuw premitted fome things conccrmng the
Chaos and the extcnt of the Mbofaick Creation, he procceds
to give an account of the fix days work, where he has
fhecwn much Learning in fetting forth how all things paft
in a patural order.  Then he tells ns of the Creation of
Matter, or the Chaos, contrary to the opinion of thofe who
held Matter eternal, wrongly grounding -themfelves on
this Maxim, Nothing is made of nothing; which Maxim
was introduced by the firft Philofophers, who were Corpa/-
cwlarians, and held only two principles of all Generations,
vrz. an active Power, which was Spiritual and Incorporeal,
aad a Pathve, viz. Matter, and apprehended nothing in
the Nature of Body, befide matter various ways difpofed
by magnitude, figure, life and motion ; or reft, conceiving
m no Generation, a new fubftance to be produced, but
only the oid to be mixt and chang’d after other ways,
{o that a new {pecies of things amcs, as another mixture
and turn of matter give 1t new forms and quelitics ; not
that tiu 5y thought mok forms and qualities had a real ex-
iltence in that thing, to which lh(./ were faid to belong ;
but that they arc oniy our fenfations, to which they feem
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to have a being, for if they had a real being, new entities
would arifc daily from rothing by oidinary gencration,
which would be abfurd to think. Therefore m.j wifely
inculcated the above-mention’d Maxime, Nothing is gene-
rated of nothing, viz. by the powcer of nature; for they
underitood it of natural productions, and brought it in, to
take away qualities and fubftantizl forms. But Philofo-
phers of after ages wreited the force of that Maxime to {et
up an xternity of Matter, conceiving it abfolutely and al-
ways ncceflary that whatfoever arifes be generated from
another thing, cither becaufe they thought that r1othmg
but what is material and Corpor(.al ever cyzf"cd which bhe-
caufe it could not make it felf, they believ’d to be eter-
nal : or if they denycd not an Immaterial power, ora
God, yet they confider’d not his omnipotency, as able to
create matter of nothing : or if they thought it could be
created by God, why do they think it was not created,
but exifted before the world was made; fince Matter ex-
ifting, nothing was wanting but motion for the formati-
on of the Heav’ns and Earth.

Speaking concerning the motion of Matter, he fays,
God gave 1t that motion, and at the motion of the Mat-
ter, which he excited, he created that power which we
call Naturc, this being nothing but the motion of Matter,
made according to the Laws, which the prime Aathor of
Nature cftablifht in the beginning.

He treats next of the primigenial Fire and Light, or of
the firft Heaven, and fhews after what order it was made,
upon a motion of the Particles ; and fays, it picas’d (xod
among thofe works which hc put under the Laws of Na-
turc, From the beginning to inftitute fome great Miracles
here and there, above the power of Nature, more fignal-
ly to fhew he was Lord of the fmmc ¢t the world, and
that the Divine Mind is always to give rule to Nature:
and fhews by many Suggcftions and Chiymical Experi-
mients, that 1Cs no abfurdity in Reafon to admit the Su-
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perexleftial Waters intimated by Mofes, whatfoever fome
may object.

Treating of the Expanfum, or Inferiour Heav'n, he fays
that according to the Myaick Phufiolssy, the Heav'ns, ge-
nerated of the Abyfline, or Chaotick Wd*cr», arc dlvxu“d
only into twe Orbs, call’d by the names of the Superiour
and inferiour Heav'ns (tho others have made 1cvcra1 Ce-
leftial Orbs) and having {poke of the Saperiour Heav'n in
the foregoing Chapter, he tells us here, that the Inferiour
leav's, the work of the fccond day, is call'd by Myfes
the Ixpanfum, and comprehends all the {pace from the
Terraqueous Orb to the Empyr( al Heav’n, or the Ather,
tho with this diftinction, that its fuperior part, which is
far the greater is call’d Siderca l the Inferiour, next the
Flarth, Aecrial: and then he tdls us how this inferiour
Heav’'n was fram’d : and as for the Celum Celorum, men-
tion’d i by Miofes, cal’d by S. Paul the Third Heav’n, he
fays, it’s a Supra mundane Light, to which no Mortal can
have accefs.

T'reating of the Chaotick or Elemcntary Waters, he
fays that tho Mufes, and the Brachmans and the Druzdes,
long beforc him, faid Water was the principle of all
things, yct he thinks neither Mpyfes nor the others under-
’tood it to be true or natural Water, but only Metaphyji-
cal, viz. that immenfe Multitude of Chaotick particles,
of which all things were made in the beginning ; which
when they were moved by God, prefented an appearance,
as it were, of waters; nor is the nature of water, fpcak-
ing Philofophically, any thing but a multitude of round
and {fmooth Particles circulating about their Center : and
he produces many arguments for making out what he has
here laid down.

Treating of the Chaotical and Elementary Earth, he
tells us of the great delight Naturc takes in changing all
things, and makmg again the like. This, he fays, can
be p\.rform d in all Elements, even by the Indufiry of

Art:



( 1889 )

Art: So not only the Solar Fire, every where diffus’d in
the rays of the Sun, but likewife the Kitchen Flame may
be made Earth by Nature and the help of Art; this the
burning of Brick in a Brickill, and the Calcination of An-
timeny by the rays of the Sun, evidently thew, fince upon
burning (tho many parts fly away in fteams and {moak)
they get a confiderable increafe and weight, the fiery parti-
cles being detain’d in the Burnt thing, and {o turn’d into
an Earthly Nature. Nor is the Converfion of the Solar Fire
into Earth unknown to skilful Chymifts, who fo pfcmr(,
feveral dry things, that they magnetically attract the moft
fervent Rays of the Sun, and {o rctain them, that the-
get an cgregious and dry weight: and the Hermetick Sczfn
owe a great part of their Naural Tinéture to the ﬁ'un
of Fire. Again, he tells us, the Earth itfelf (but firft tarn’
into Salt) can be wholly turn’d into Water; and the
moft purc Watcr, by a very ftrong and tedious diftillati-
tion, without any addition, or f{carce any diminution,
may be made a white Earth.  Nor does he doubt but the
Air alfo, as well by other ways, as by a violent agitation
and concuffion of its parts (fuch as is made by the Water,
and a difcharging Guns, cfpecially of thofe which are
charg’d with Air atone ve hcmcntly comprefs’d) may be {o
broken and attenuated, that its broken fine Particles, be-
ing joined and aflixt anew afterward, cither to themfelves,
or to other particles, may make either Fiery, or Watery,
or perhaps Earthly concretions, which being now become
heavy, the Elaflick force of the Air drives to the Earth.

Treating of the Agyptian Ifraclites, to fhew that they
were not {o ftupidly Ignorant, as fornc pretend they were,
and incapable of a Philofophical Inftruction from Amfes,
he fays it’s known, all the pofterity of Ifrael were call’d
the Sons and Houfc of [frac/, and fo the pofterity of
Abrabam were call’d his houfe and Sons, whom he com-
manded to keep the ways of felzo*uab, which were that fe-
cret path of wifdom, Which is the knowledge of divine
IHhhhhhh 2 and
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and humane things, and of the Caufes in which thefe
things arc contain’d ; wherefore we may believe that
Abrabam train’d his Houfc which grew up to a People,
or Nation, in divinc, Moral, and Natural Know]cd'rc
Eupolemus tcltifies that Abrabam was moft Iamn]maly
converfant with the I[e/zo/m/zmn Preifts in Zigypr, and
taught them thofe bucnccs he brought with him
efpecially the Cileftial Science, A/lro/ag/ Vales facob
had been well skil’d in Nutare, and well {feenin the ways
of raifing and fortifying the Imagination, and had allo
known the cff cacy and property of the rods he us 'd, and
had well confider’d the powers of the Stars and fit Seafons,
er he had not provided to himfclf fo many fpotted and
ring-flicak’d Shccp ‘The fame Learning was in his Chil-
dren, continued in vigour among their pofterity: So
that T/cap/wr(/”ur fays the Jews were m.tar.ﬂ]/ Philofo-
phers, they were fo train’d to it from their youm. Many
BOre .1rgumcnts he produces, for proving the continuance
of good Lcarning amaonglt the /ebrews, and that it was
fuppreit by their blavcr/ in /ZKgynt.

Treating concerning Mgfés, he fays there were but fix
men betwixt him and /Ir,anvz, Tid. Met/nﬂ/em, Noab, Sem,
Yfaac, fofiph and Amram, Mofes’s Father ; {o that if weal-
low not Msfés to have receiv’d his knowledge by infpira-
tion from God, we cannot doubt but he rcacw’d by T‘.u-
dition whatfoever there was of Learning among the Auze-
diluvian fathers, and to have learnt the origine of the Uni-

verfe.  He fays, it’s well known Affrolygy and C/ym]lry
ﬁounfht in Agypt in the time of Myfes, by which the In-
ward natures of Cweleftial and Terrcitrial thmgs are made
i&nown, his Skill in Chymiftry appear’d by bis rcuucmg the
Golden Calf to a powder, and diffolving it In common-
water : And he fays there is a ready method, known on-
ly to Philofophcrs, by which method Gold, having a
fecret Powder put into it, is -prefently made a Powder
diffolvable in Water, and he conceives this way was ufed
by Mofes. If it be objeéted, it’s no way likely that Myfes
turn’d the Golden Calf into Powder by Chymiftry, but asit’s
ex-
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exprefsly faid) by burning; and that it’s not probable My/es
knew that Art, of which no mention is made in Sucred or
Prophane Writers, it being a new Invention which no man
mention’d before Fulius Firmicus, who writ about the
time of the Emperor Conflantine. To this he anfwers, He
owns no exprefs mention is made of it in the Scriptures,
but he thinks they enforce us by a neceflity of Confe-

uence to believe that AMfes fometimes did fomcething
great by that Science. And he fays it’s clearly prov’d, the
Science’of Chymifiry was much more ancient than Amfes,
by thofe many things which are faid of Tubal Cain or Vul-
can ; fince when Mpgfes faid he was a mafter of every Ar-
tifice in Iron and Brafs, all the ancient Sages underftood it
of his Skill in Chymiftry. Hence the Zgyptians, in that
‘Temple which at Memphis was dedicated to Vulcan, ereéi-
ed a School of Chymiftry, which there long flourifh’d, as
we are told by Zozimus, Panopolitus, Eufebius, Syncfius,
and others. And Abulpbharagius tells us, he found in an-
cient Records, that in Agypt, after the deluge, they were
Learned in many Sciences, and efpecially in the Sciences
of Chymiftry, Talifinans, and Burning-Glajfes, He adds one
argument for the Antiquity of Chymyfiry, from Gen. 6.
where Ffebovah commands Noabh to make a clear light for
the ufe of the Ark, which he defires leave of the Learned
to believe, was a fplendour of a Fiery and Sulphurcous
Liquor prepared by the Artifice of Noah, and put in Vef-
fels of the Lapis fpecularis, or of Cryflal, or, haply, of
Glafs, and hung in fuch places of the Ark, to enlighten
all the Cells of the animals: the fubtle efffuvia of the
Liquor alfo fupported and kept in health the Animals
without that grofs food, which might otherwife have
been neceflary for them, and would have requir'd mecre
room for ftowage than may well be accounted for, accord-
ing to thofe dimenfions we have of the Ark : And this he
endeavours to make out by many fuggeftions.
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